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Airworthiness Notices
A/40

PARTS RECOVERED FROM AIRCRAFT INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS
1. This notice give information and precautions to be taken regarding to aircraft parts and
equipment those have been installed on aircraft, at the time of accident.
2. When an aircraft has been involved in an accident, the title to the salvage may pass from
the insured owner to other persons (e.g. aircraft insurers); this salvage may be offered for
sale either complete or as separate aircraft items in an “as is, where is” condition. While
some items may be totally unaffected by the accident or incident which caused the aircraft
to be declared as salvage, it is essential to obtain clear evidence that this is the case. If such
evidence cannot be obtained, the item may not be returned to service.
3. Before overhaul and reinstallation can be considered, all such items must therefore be
subject to airworthiness assessment and inspection in the light of adequate knowledge of
the circumstances of the accident, subsequent storage and transport conditions, and with
evidence of previous operational history obtained from valid airworthiness records.
Confirmation of this assessment in the form of an airworthiness release is essential.
4. In particular, if a crash load is sufficient to take any part above its proof strength, residual
strains may remain which could reduce the effective strength of the item or otherwise
impair its functions. Loads higher than this may of course crack the item, with an even
more dangerous potential. Further, a reduction in strength may be caused by virtue of the
change of a material’s characteristics following overheat from a fire. It is therefore of the
utmost importance to establish that the item is neither cracked, distorted or overheated.
The degree of distortion may be difficult to assess if the precise original dimensions are
not known, in which case there is no option but to reject the item. Any suggestion of
overheating would be cause for a laboratory investigation into significant change of
material properties.

10th, June 2015

Page 1 of 1

Issue 01

